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April 28. 1WK. 0,^2 

There was no death from smallpox reported from any of the English 
towns for the week ended March 30. 

In London, for the week ended March 30, there were no cases of 
smallpox under treatment, but there were 2 cases of typhus fever. 
The deaths from influenza for the same period number 26 as against 
31, 30, and 30 in the preceding three weeks. 

The report of plague in Cape Colony is not encouraging. For the 
week ended March 30, there were reported 60 cases and 22 deaths. Up 
to April 1, there had been a total of 304 cases and 100 deaths. A con- 
siderable number of cases occur among the Europeans and 22 of the 
deaths occurred among them. The finding of an occasional native 
body, dead from plague, shows that cases are still being concealed by 
the natives, in spite of the very vigorous action of the authorities. 
Cape Town is being avoided as a port of entry and departure for army 
transports as far as practicable, thus lessening the danger to this coun- 
try from returning troops and transports. 

In Mauritius for the week ended March 28, 2 cases of plague are 
reported, both fatal. 

Eespectfully, A. E. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon- General, U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

PRANCE. 

Plague in Smyrna during 1900 as reported by a French naval officer. 

Paris, Prance, April 5, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herein a review of an article 
published in the Archives de Medicine Navale by Dr. Torel, of the 
French navy, on the plague that occurred in Smyrna during the year 
1900. 

Eespectfully, S. B. Grubbs, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.] 

Outline of the plague at Smyrna in 1900, by Dr. Torel, physician of the first class French 

navy. 

Plague occurred in Smyrna during the months of May, June, and July 1900, making 
this the second Mediterranean port to be attacked. Alexandria was the first. 

Dr. Arnado, sanitary inspector, announced the first case on May 7, the patient 
being a peddler of brooms, who lived in a "han" in the Jewish quarter. His room 
was practically underground, was damp, and received little air or light. He was treated 
for la grippe, but on the third day the fever and all general symptoms had increased ; 
the spleen was large and tender ; a hard, well-defined bubo, the size of an egg, was 
found in the right inguinal region. Consequently the house was shut up, the superior 
sanitary council was informed, and Professor Nicolle, of the Bacteriological Institute of 
Constantinople, came to make an examination. Direct examination was negative, but 
many cultures of the plague bacillus were obtained on agar-agar plates, thus establish- 
ing the diagnosis, although the inspector-general continued to deny that the case was 
plague. On May 17 a quarantine of two days was imposed on vessels from Smyrna. 

On the 27th the second case, again an Israelite, whose habitation was only 30p meters 
from the house of the other case. 

The third case occurred on June 7 in the person of a young Turk. 

The fourth case was found on June 15 in a cabin entirely isolated from the other 
cases, but he had already been ill twelve days. All four of these patients recovered. 

Two days later 3 cases occurred during the same day, in the same house, and a fourth 
and fifth case could be traced to the same source of infection. Between June 22 and 
June 24, 3 other cases were found. Of the last 8 cases, 3 died. 

From June 26 to July 8, 5 cases occurred, followed by 4 deaths. 
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From July 8 to 20 the weather was very hot and no cases occurred, but from July 20 
to 31, 5 new cases, followed by 2 deaths, were reported. 

Thus we see the disease began slowly and mildly, as the first 4 cases occurred at 
intervals and all recovered ; later the cases occurred more rapidly and the percentage 
of death rose rapidly. Then followed twelve days of hot weather with no cases ; then 
5 cases in eleven days, which terminated suddenly the epidemic with the month of July. 

Dr. Torel remarks " the complaints and threats of a people ruined and starved by 
three months of complete isolation, the considerable damage caused to the Ottoman 
treasury, always needy, were probably not entirely without influence on the improba- 
ble suddenness of this termination. ' ' 

In studying that epidemic one is struck by the limited number of cases that occurred 
in proportion to the time the epidemic lasted, and the small tendency of the disease to 
spread. The disease at Smyrna was evidently of the same mild form that we have 
seen at Djiddah, Yambo, Port Said, and Alexandria. 

In three months there were 22 cases officially reported, with 9 deaths from plague. 
During the same time typhoid fever played more havoc. So the disease must have 
been in an attenuated form, and always bubonic, pneumonia appearing only in 2 fatal 
cases, and then as a complication. 

How the infection was carried to Smyrna is not known, but it is very probable that it 
came from Alexandria by some means and at a time unknown, and this time must prob- 
ably be put rather far back, although the first official case was last May. For instance, 
in 1899, the Austrian steamer Polls Mitylini, that had not touched at an Egyptian port 
for three years, but that made Smyrna twice a month, had a case on board, bacterio- 
logically shown at Trieste to be plague. 

It was said that fruit coming from Egypt brought the disease, especially as several 
cases occurred in a house where this fruit was sold ; but as quantities of old clothes of 
all kinds are collected at Port Said and Alexandria, to be sent all over the Levant, it 
would seem that this could furnish a much more probable means of propagation. 

The measures taken were disinfection, burning of infected houses, and isolation of 
patients until twelve days after recovery. They were treated by Yersin's serum. Dr. 
Torel considers that plague is less to be feared than almost any of the infectious diseases, 
especially since the important advances made of late in the prophylaxis and treatment 
of the affection ; and on this account he considers the regulations of the conference of 
Venice of 1 897 antiquated, and that the times require a new conference of the powers 
to arrange other rules. 

GERMANY. 

Treatment of rabies in Berlin— The Pasteur method and muzzling of dogs. 

Berlin, Germany, April 6, 1901. 
Sir: I have the honor to report briefly on the methods of treatment 
of rabies and the results as conducted at the institute for infectious dis- 
eases in Berlin This department of the institute was opened in July, 
1898, on the recommendation of Prof. Eobert Koch, and the number of 
cases requiring treatment since that time has proved the wisdom of his 
advice. Between July 18, the time of the opening of this department, 
and September 3 L of the same year, 36 patients applied for treatment. 
The following table shows that during the year 1896 there was a marked 
increase in the number of cases occurring in Prussia, which has con- 
tinued, as shown in the last report of 1899. The same table also shows 
how the mortality decreased in the year 1899 after treatment was begun 
in the institute : 
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